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Putting the budget puzzle together 
BY BONNIE DAVIDSON
Staff Reporter
For the fi rst time in years, Central 
Washington University will be gaining 
funds instead of  additional budget cuts. 
The gain in funds wasn’t due to more 
money from the state; it’s because of  an 
accounting error from 2009. The state 
decided on cuts by using the estimated 
amount of  tuition revenue for each uni-
versity, then fi gured after the raise in tu-
ition and added the estimate. It was then 
deducted, followed by a few million more 
from the budget base of  each school. 
Central’s deduction was overstated and 
the amount has been deducted and com-
pounded since then. The error ended up 
totaling around $1.6 million. 
When the state legislature met for a 
special session to fi nalize the state’s bud-
get, they decided that further cuts on 
higher education were not necessary. Di-
rector of  Public Affairs Linda Schactler 
posted a blog last week discussing the de-
tails that went into the budget. 
“The trustees have prepared for an-
other budget cut and have been putting 
money aside,” Schactler said in her blog. 
“Last fall we were expecting another 
three to fi ve million dollar cut.”
University President James Gaudino, 
Director of  Government Relations Ann 
Anderson and Government Relations 
Specialist Steve DuPont put a great 
amount of  time and effort into fi xing 
the error with legislators. Senator Janea 
Holmquist helped to fi nally get the error 
confi rmed last fall. 
Gaudino explained that they’ve been 
pushing for the last two years to have the 
mistake fi xed. The extra money will help 
in areas that have been cut. 
“This allows us to add 1.6 million 
more capabilities,” Gaudino said. “We’ve 
already cut and lost 66 million [dollars] 
in the last three years. Now we can rein-
vest in operations of  the university that 
we’ve been de-investing.”
It’s too early to talk about the specifi cs 
of  where the money will go to help out at 
Central, but in the next few weeks they’ll 
begin the process of  deciding where the 
money will be best used. By June, the 
university will know where the money 
will go.
The fact that there weren’t any addi-
tional cuts to the budget was a positive 
that hasn’t been seen since the slashed 
budgets in the last few years. 
“In the grand scheme of  the univer-
sity, it’s a small sign that indicates that 
the worst of  budget times are behind us,” 
Gaudino said. 
A small victory for the budget, that 
won’t make a huge impact or be easily 
seen around campus, but could possibly 
be the fi rst step in the right direction. 
As talk of  the next year’s budget begins, 
there are high hopes that the cuts will fi -
nally end. 
“This is the fi rst time in four years 
[the university has] had more money,” 
Schactler said. 
BY GRACIE MANLOW
Staff Reporter
The Central Washington University 
Wellness Center has received a $4000 
grant to help raise awareness in gambling 
addiction among college students. 
The grant was received from the Ev-
ergreen Council on Problem Gambling 
based out of  Olympia.
 “We applied and said what we would 
like to do is create awareness about the 
issue among CWU students through the 
use of  YouTube videos, social marketing 
campaigns, Facebook and Twitter,” said 
Lynne Harrison, the grant project team 
leader.
The grant team hopes that through the 
use of  these techniques, their message will 
be heard among students. The money will 
also be used to pay for focus groups, sur-
veys and any advertising the team will use 
to help spread the word about the issue.
“Problem gambling would interfere 
with their academic process, fi nances, so-
cial relationship and all kinds of  things, 
just like any other addictive behavior,” 
Harrison said. 
Grant Student Assistant Katelyn Scob-
ba mentioned how students will benefi t 
from the grant.
“We’re in the process of  doing activities 
to help students,” Scobba said. “With our 
focus groups, we want students to give us 
ideas of  what they want from us.”
Along with focus groups, the grant 
team is also distributing surveys in hopes 
of  gathering research to see if  Central stu-
dents do suffer from gambling addiction.
“There’s no research among our stu-
dents as to if  there even is an issue,” Har-
rison said. “Do our students gamble? How 
much? What kinds of  gambling? Is it 
enough to be a problem?”
The team explains that their main goal 
of  participating in the research aspect is 
to focus on the positive rather than the 
negative. Project Coordinator Jeffery Coté 
emphasized the team’s tactics for the cam-
paign.
“Ideally, we will be creating a cam-
paign that does not highlight the negative 
aspects, but rather the positive,” Coté said.
Coté notes that even though Central 
has never participated in studies around 
problem gambling, the issue continues to 
grow in campuses all over the nation. 
According to the Evergreen Council’s 
Problem Gambling website, anywhere 
from two to seven percent of  college stu-
dents have problems with gambling while 
only about two to three percent of  adults 
suffer from this addiction.
“Problem gambling is about two to four 
times more severe on college campuses 
than in the general population,” Coté said. 
The team is really taking into consid-
eration the addition of  college athletes 
wagering on games. Harrison commented 
on the correlation between gambling, col-
lege sports and the NCAA’s strict rules 
against it. 
“The NCAA specifi cally prohibits bet-
ting and sports wagering,” Harrison said. 
“One of  the highest populations among 
college students gambling is the athletes.”
Just like any destructive behavior, gam-
bling addiction is taken very seriously. The 
Wellness Center and grant team is encour-
aging anyone with addictive behavior to 
stop by or call the offi ce anytime. 
“When thinking of  college campuses 
and compulsive behavior, alcohol, drugs 
or sex come to mind,” Coté said. “And 
yet the data shows there is a large prob-
lem with gambling in colleges than in the 
greater nation.”
Central granted 
to help potential 
gambling problem
BY JOEY BRAKUS
Staff Reporter
On April 17, Anthropologist and As-
sociate Professor Lene Pedersen hosted 
the event Keeping the Peace: Negotiat-
ing Tolerance in Hindu-Muslim Rela-
tionships in Bali, Indonesia. 
“I thought it was interesting that 
the villages are separated by walls even 
though they are living on an island,” said 
Grayson Bullinger, freshman paramedic.
Chase Tibbles, freshman sociology, 
really liked the pictures because they 
gave him a great understanding of  the 
Balinese culture.
Pedersen is plan-
ning to travel back 
to Bali in the sum-
mer to continue her 
work.
From June 2010 
through August 
2011, Pedersen con-
ducted fi eldwork in 
Bali.
The Indonesian 
island of  Bali is 
home to Hindus and Muslims, two reli-
gious cultures that have peacefully coex-
isted there. 
Pedersen hopes students will gain a 
sense of  the Balinese culture and com-
munity.
“It’s important for anyone to have an 
idea of  what goes on in the world,” Ped-
ersen said. “It also busts some stereotypes 
when you actually get a sense of  real 
people in real lives at a local level.”
In Bali, one of  the biggest misconcep-
tions is that Hindus are all peaceful while 
Muslims are orthodox and more prone 
to radicalism. Anoth-
er misconception is 
the veil women wear.
“If  there is any sort 
of  restriction, it is in-
ternalized,” Pedersen 
said. “They believe 
they want to wear 
it because of  their 
faith.”
Pedersen hasn’t 
experienced or head-
ed any cases in Bali 
where women are told they have to wear 
a veil. 
Indonesia has the largest Muslim 
population in the world, but in Bali they 
are the minority while Hindus are the 
majority.
Originally, the Balinese Muslims were 
enslaved to the Hindus due to the sheer 
number of  people. 
“They weren’t the typical slaves where 
they were balled and chained,” Pedersen 
said. “They still had the freedom to prac-
tice their religion.”
Muslims are now citizens on equal 
footing. 
According to Pedersen, Hindus and 
Muslims of  Bali have an economic inter-
dependence; Hindus grow rice and Mus-
lims are vendors.
Many Muslim women marry Hindu 
men. When that happens, the woman 
takes the man’s religion. If  the woman 
keeps her religion, it is frowned upon by 
the community.
Hindus have 
many ceremo-
nies. The most 
important ones 
are about death 
because Hindus 
believe in rein-
carnation. 
“They have 
these ceremonies 
to help the soul 
liberate itself  
from the body 
and then to transition from this world 
into heaven, if  you will, so the soul can 
be cleansed and can reincarnate,” Ped-
ersen said.
Hindus believe if  the soul is not as-
sisted through this path by ritual, the soul 
will become unhappy and the spirits will 
wreak havoc on the living. If  a Hindu 
feels they are continuing to have bad 
luck, the fi rst thing they will typically ask 
is if  they made a mistake at a ceremony. 
In order for the mistake to be fi xed a cor-
rective ceremony must take place.
Hindu ceremonies also create a strong 
community. They play a huge part in 
their religion and social life. According 
to Pedersen, even if  someone cannot fi -
nancially afford to have a ceremony he 
or she will still have it anyway. 
LENE PEDERSEN
Associate Professor 
of anthropology
It also busts some stereo-
types when you actually get 
a sense of real people in real 
lives at a local level.
“ “
-LENE PEDERSEN
Anthropologist
Pedersen preaches Hindu-Muslim peace at Raw Space
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BY AUBREY ABBOTT
Staff Reporter
Central Washington University stu-
dent Derrick Christensen was one of  the 
winners of  the Bechtel Group Founda-
tion Scholarship for Safety and Health.
Not only was Christensen selected 
among the numerous applicants who ap-
plied, he was one of  three in the nation to 
receive the scholarship. 
“I feel blessed,” Christensen said.
The Bechtel scholarship is $5,000, 
presented annually by the American So-
ciety of  Safety Engineers Foundation to 
only three undergraduate students na-
tionwide. 
These students are required to pursue 
a career in construction safety and health. 
Other criteria, such as a 3.0 grade point 
average, a recommendation from a safety 
faculty member, and an ASSE member-
ship, sets the bar high. 
Christensen is currently the vice presi-
dent for the ASSE student section at Cen-
tral. He said they are currently working 
on building their presence on campus. 
Sathy Rajendran, safety health man-
agement professor and advisor, explained 
that Christensen isn’t just a productive 
student, but gives 100 percent in every-
thing.
Christensen “deserves this scholar-
ship; he is a hard worker and an over-
all good student,” Rajendran said. “I 
am really happy he got the scholarship. 
It is also recognition for the program. 
We are trying to build this program back 
where it used to be.”
Central’s Occupational Safety Pro-
gram is one of  only two four-year bach-
elor’s degree programs in the western 
United States. 
The program encourages students to 
learn and meet with professionals. The 
program also maintains a prominent tra-
dition of  students completing an intern-
ship before they graduate. 
“This is my third year at CWU,” 
Christensen said. “I have been interview-
ing companies in the industry. It is a good 
experience.”
Christensen said he applied for the 
scholarship because he fi t the criteria and 
wanted to help support his family. He 
said his work ethic, experience in the Na-
tional Guard, and 3.9 GPA helped sepa-
rate himself  from other candidates. 
“The fi nancial need was there,” Chris-
tensen said. “I put in a lot of  hard work 
and dedication to get here.”
Christensen said many scholarships 
are available for safety and health stu-
dents, but few students apply. He advises 
other students to take advantage of  the 
scholarships that are available.
“Go for it,” Christensen said. “Do well 
in school and follow all the guidelines for 
the scholarship.”
The Bechtel scholarship is open to all 
safety and health management students 
within the country. 
“I am happy for Derrick,” Rajendran 
said. “He has made the program proud.”
BY MATTHEW THOMPSON
Staff Reporter
Kittitas County Community Coali-
tion Network (KCCCN) assessed data 
from four surveys to determine underage 
drinking as the primary substance abuse 
problem in the community. 
 “Underage drinking is by far the larg-
est issue among youth,” said Ann Riley, 
Coalition Coordinator for KCCCN.
The KCCCN’s mission in Kitti-
tas County is to work with community 
groups to implement research-proven 
strategies to prevent substance abuse, 
child abuse, avoidable death and injuries, 
as well as youth violence. Organizations 
that work with KCCCN include law 
enforcement and local schools, as well 
as the Campus Community Coalition 
through the student Wellness Center at 
Central Washington University.
“They’re all seeing [the underage 
drinking issue] in their own way,” Riley 
said. “And the coalition kind of  brings it 
together.”
To raise awareness amongst the com-
munity, KCCCN hosted an annual town 
hall meeting at Ellensburg High School 
on April 18 to discuss the matter. At the 
meeting, speakers presented the audi-
ence with the fi ndings of  four surveys 
conducted within the community. 
The surveys included the State of  
Washington’s Healthy Youth Survey, 
conducted in Fall 2010, which polled 
1,137 students from grades six, eight, ten 
and twelve. This survey concluded that 
youth gained access to alcohol from ei-
ther friends or parties. 
“Their main way that they’re getting 
alcohol is they’re getting it from parties 
[and] they’re getting it from near peers,” 
Riley said.
According to the 2010 census, 29.9 
percent of  Ellensburg’s population is be-
tween the ages 20 and 24. A survey was 
conducted by the Wellness Center and 
was administered to students via email 
fall quarter 2011, and of  the 527 students 
polled, 84.5 percent admitted to drinking 
alcoholic beverages even though only 55 
percent were of  legal drinking age.
“I don’t think that it’s very alarming; I 
think that it’s fi ne,” said Veronica Hous-
er, junior anthropology and German. 
“I think especially on a college campus 
you’re going to fi nd a really high percent-
age of  people that drink and especially 
people that are drinking underage.”
Law enforcement agencies are the 
front line in the fi ght to stop underage 
drinking within the community but in a 
survey of  18 offi cers from four of  the lo-
cal branches found that 53 percent don’t 
think the current laws are effective.
It’s not just the laws and statutes that 
make it diffi cult for police offi cers to pre-
vent underage drinking within the com-
munity. 
“We educate [college students] the 
best we can that we take alcohol laws se-
riously,” said Dan Hansberry, Captain of  
the Ellensburg Police Department. “The 
problem is that each year you have a new 
group coming in.”
As the problem increases nationwide, 
Ellensburg has held steady in the num-
ber of  underage drinking cases. This is a 
point of  pride for KCCCN’s efforts.
KCCCN targets underage drinking
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Central’s national treasure
Student awarded $5,000 Bechtel scholarship
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BY SANTOS HERRERA
Staff Reporter
The Central Washington University 
Battle Bots Club road tripped down to San 
Mateo, Calif. to put their own Battle Bot 
to the test last weekend.
The 120-pound robot named Junkyard 
Dog had a box frame that was covered 
with metal plates. The robot also carried 
a horizontally spinning wheel with heavy 
bolts for maximum damage. The master-
minds behind the Junkyard Dog are me-
chanical engineering technology majors 
Jonathan Horner, David Rutherford and 
Andrey Melnik. Both Rutherford and 
Melnik are working on this robot for their 
senior project.  
The entire trip was planned and taken 
care of  by Rutherford. Rutherford said 
that the trip would cost roughly $2,500 – a 
deal compared to other entries that carry 
heavier robots. The heavier the robot, the 
more expensive registration will be. 
The competition was a one-on-one 
match. Time is kept, but robots are usually 
disabled or destroyed before time is up.
“I really don’t know what to expect,” 
Melnik said. “I’ve never done this sort of  
thing.”
Melnik keeps high hopes to do well, or 
at the bare minimum, damage another 
robot. Melnik was responsible for build-
ing the weapon for the robot. The weap-
on was created after serious thought and 
planning; he has been working on it since 
January.
“A weapon has to be heavy and it has to 
hit,” Melnik said.
Melnik didn’t want to have a weapon 
that was common among robots, such as 
spikes, saws, or hammers. The finished 
weapon was powered to spin horizontally 
by a two-horsepower motor.
Rutherford was responsible for the 
driving mechanism of  Junkyard Dog. The 
robot had sharp turning and chain-pow-
ered tires. One of  the biggest abilities that 
robots could have is speed; it’s necessary 
for a robot to have for quick attacks as well 
as quick getaways from damaging attacks. 
Rutherford was also staying optimistic 
about the event.
“If  we lose, we’re still in California,” 
Rutherford said. “It’ll be great to watch 
the other matches.”
According to early reports, Junkyard 
Dog had electrical problems up until 15 
minutes before its first match, and the 
team had to borrow parts from a fellow 
competitor from Australia named Daniel. 
“He had brought an extra robot that 
could no longer compete because it was 
too heavy,” Horner said.
The robot began the match strong 
against their opponent, Jailbreak. Junk-
yard Dog damaged Jailbreak’s weapon 
but then took a disabling hit to his own 
weapon. After the match, the team hur-
ried to Home Depot for supplies to repair 
the robot. Luckily, that was the robot’s first 
and only match of  the day.  
The next day, Junkyard Dog was sched-
uled to fight a robot named Heavy Metal. 
At this point, the team had had time to 
work on their robot and make sure every-
thing was perfectly operational, and it was. 
This was Junkyard Dog’s best battle yet. It 
damaged Heavy Metal’s titanium armor 
and bent its structure. Both bots made it to 
the end of  the three-minute match, so the 
decision rested in the hands of  the judges.
“We were declared the victor in this 
match,” Horner said. “We inflicted dam-
age, showed aggression and skill, and were 
able to muscle our way around the ring.”
The final match for Junkyard Dog was 
to face off  against a robot named Wolver-
ine.  Unfortunately, Junkyard Dog suffered 
electrical problems and the judges decided 
that it was unsafe for the team to continue, 
so they were forced to forfeit. The team 
was down about having to forfeit but didn’t 
feel so bad after they saw the damage Wol-
verine inflicted on another opponent.     
Horner, Rutherford, and Melnik all 
agree that it was a great time and are al-
ready making plans to return to the com-
petition next year.
Cali competition: Battle Bots Club heads south
BY KAYlA TIPPIE
Staff Reporter
The Yakima-Ellensburg commuter bus 
parked in front of  the SURC Wednesday 
for its ribbon cutting ceremony. 
The service began in November of  
last year and shuttles students and com-
munity members between Yakima and El-
lensburg. The buses run from 6 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Monday through Friday and costs $3 
each way. There are several stops, includ-
ing one in front of  the SURC. The ticket 
is not just for a one way from Ellensburg to 
Yakima. According to the Yakima Transit, 
the ticket is good for one other bus ride 
in Yakima. The route is a collaboration 
between many different organizations in-
cluding Central Transit, HopeSource and 
Yakima Transit. 
Students agree that there are many 
benefits associated with the new route. 
Graciela Mancilla, senior education, lives 
in Yakima and uses the bus to commute 
to school. 
“I personally really, really enjoy it,” 
Mancilla said. “It’s really cheap… three 
dollars each way and the hours are 
actually pretty flexible.” 
Mancilla also uses the time on the bus 
to get homework done. “There are times 
when I just want to get ahead in class, 
and I do my homework in there,” Man-
cilla said. She added that if  there were 
events at the school she was interested in, 
she would be more likely to stay for them 
because the commuter service is available.
Andres Duarte, family studies graduate 
program and intern at HopeSource said 
he will be using the route in the future to 
save gas when he goes to Yakima for things 
like entertainment and shopping. 
“I think the best part about the com-
muter bus is, just, it helps the environ-
ment,” Duarte said. “It saves money for 
the students as well as the average com-
munity member.” 
Students and even employees of  Hope-
Source talked about saving money with 
the commuter bus. Bob Richey, transpor-
tation manager at HopeSource, discussed 
the results of  a survey that was offered 
to riders in February. Richey estimated 
that they had about 100 riders using the 
service at the time, and they received 89 
responses. 
“One of  the last questions on the sur-
vey was to have the individual estimate 
their weekly cost savings by riding the 
commuter versus the means in which 
they previously commuted to and from,” 
Richey said. “Out of  all the responses, it 
totaled up to almost $5,000 per week.”
Richey explained that the money com-
munity members and students save has a 
better chance of  staying within the com-
munity.
The savings “opens up discretionary 
spending that they may opt to spend else-
where in the community,” Richey said. “As 
opposed to buying gasoline from a major 
oil corporation and that money leaving 
the community.”
BUILDING THE BOT  (Above) David Rutherford (left) and Jonathan Horner (right) 
work on their machine. (Right) Andrey Melnik perfects the bot in the shop. 
SANTOS HERRERA/ObSERvER
BUSSIN’  Ellensburg Mayor bruce Tabb (far right) and Central President Jim Gaudi-
no (left) watch as the ribbon to the Yakima-Ellensburg Commuter is cut.
bEN MCbRIDE/ObSERvER
BATTLECRY  Above is the club’s ro-
bot, in action. The machine will compete 
in San Mateo, Calif.
PHOTO COURTESY OF JONATHAN HORNER
To the Yak and back
Ellensburg transportation options grow with new bus
My name’s Wes Morrow, and I’m here 
today to talk to you about the number 
one threat to America: wild packs of  stray 
dogs.
Is that stolen from 
Talladega Nights? 
Yes. Do I care? No.
There’s a serious 
disease going around 
campus lately. You 
might have heard of  
it.
I read in the Seat-
tle Times today that 
there have been over 
1,000 cases of  
whooping cough 
reported in Washington this year.
That sounds pretty lame, but that’s not 
the disease I want to talk to you about.
I want to raise awareness toward one 
of  the most deadly diseases going around 
Central at this very moment.
This disease can be detrimental to a 
student’s college career. It can ruin your 
GPA. It can make your professors stare in 
wonder at your precipitous decline.
You know what I’m talking about. Se-
nioritis.
You might have it. I know I have it. 
Some people get it their last quarter of  
school. Others develop senioritis much 
sooner, often as soon as the end of  their 
junior years.
There’s not much you can do to com-
bat the illness known as senioritis. I’ve spo-
ken to a medical professional regarding 
this deadly disease.
I was told that there’s no cure.
If  you see someone suffering from se-
nioritis, there’s nothing you can do for 
them, except maybe put them out of  their 
misery. Last year I had a roommate who 
almost failed the only class he needed to 
graduate.
He made it his entire college career, all 
four years, without failing a single class. 
And then, his last quarter he was only tak-
ing one class that mattered and he came 
within inches of  not graduating.
Spring just has a perfect storm of  dis-
tractions that make it nearly impossible to 
care about your classes.
I’ve never had too much of  an issue 
with spring. I run into the same problems 
as every one else, I guess. The sun makes 
me want to miss every class. The end of  
the year calls to me like it’s already here. 
I’m right there with everyone else when 
they ask the professor if  we can have class 
outside.
Our professor split us into small groups 
the other day and I had a hard time think-
ing about anything except sitting in the 
grass outside.
Last year one of  my professors missed 
a day and had us split into small groups 
under grad student supervision.
Apparently we weren’t supposed to go 
outside, but there’s not much you can do 
to keep a student from the lawn in spring.
Like I said, in the past the spring hasn’t 
been too big of  a problem, but this year I 
can’t keep my eye off  the sun.
I need professional medical help.
From the beginning of  the quarter I’ve 
had my eye on graduation. I feel like the 
quarter just started, but apparently we’re 
already five weeks through.
How the hell did we get halfway 
through the quarter?
I don’t think I’ve done hardly any work 
this whole quarter.
I mean, I’m essentially only taking two 
real classes, but what’s the deal?
You’re not going to hear me complain, 
but it seems like my professors are just as 
jaded by spring as I am.
I suppose you’re wondering why I’m 
talking about senioritis.
I’ll tell you. I’ll give you a unique in-
sight into my writing tactic. I pretty much 
had nothing to write about this week. It 
wasn’t because nothing interesting hap-
pened to me. Plenty of  interesting things 
happened.
It really just came down to the fact that 
when it came time to actually write the 
column, I had a serious case of  senioritis.
I’m not the only one, am I?
Remember, before you scoff  at my se-
nioritis think about the paper you have 
to write when it’s 85 degrees out. Think 
about the test you should be studying 
for when you’re floating the river. Think 
about the project you’re blowing off  while 
you’re hiking the ridge.
Think about senioritis and despair, but 
remember, graduation is just around the 
corner. It’s always dark before the dawn. 
Did I steal that from The Dark Knight? 
Yes. 
But hey, they stole it too. Do I care? 
Hell no, I have senioritis.
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Anders Behring Breivik is now on trial 
in Norway for the mass murder of  77 peo-
ple last July. Breivik 
testified that he used 
the video games 
“Call of  Duty: Mod-
ern Warfare 2” and 
“World of  Warcraft” 
to train for the kill-
ings. 
When a mass 
murder occurs, such 
as Columbine High 
School or Virginia 
Tech, the violent vid-
eo game debate al-
ways rises to the sur-
face, probably because video games allow 
users to “carry out” the acts of  violence 
on screen.
Blaming video games for acts of  vio-
lence, or using them to “train” for such 
an act, is outrageous. That’s akin to using 
NBA 2K12 to train for basketball. Kobe 
Bryant doesn’t play Xbox for eight hours a 
day to prepare for his next game. Nor does 
playing the Sims teach users how to build 
houses. Dragging the wall tool around in 
the real world won’t raise a structure. Act-
ing out an event on screen does not pre-
pare one—mentally or physically—for the 
actual occurrence.
The U.S. military does use digital simu-
lations that are similar to video games to 
train its troops, but the realities of  war 
cannot be fully learned from a simulation. 
Civilian games are even less accurate 
as to the realities of  planning and carry-
ing out violent acts. World of  Warcraft 
and Modern Warefare don’t teach users 
how to build and plant bombs, just as 
they don’t teach how to load and aim a 
semi-automatic weapon. And no game, 
not even the more realistic military-grade 
simulators, can desensitize man to killing 
another if  one is not already desensitized 
to such an act.
Violence and heinous acts toward oth-
er human beings have been around since 
the dawn of  time, and the advent of  video 
games hasn’t changed that. It’s our goal 
as a society to punish those who commit 
them, but they are a reality. Perhaps if  vid-
eo games did not exist to provide an outlet 
for otherwise violent people, there would 
be more blood and gore. Video games, 
like music for some and exercise for others, 
can be a stress reliever and an escape for 
those who play them. People who are truly 
evil will always be evil. There is no video 
game that will help them nor push them 
over the edge. Hand Ghandi a PlaySta-
tion controller to play Call of  Duty and he 
probably won’t feel like harming another 
person afterward. 
Video games aren’t to blame for any 
act of  violence, whether the perpetrator 
cites them as a cause or not. Millions of  
people play video games every day and 
don’t commit any such acts. 
The cause of  these atrocities lies in 
the person who commits them, and them 
alone. 
Wes MorroW
Sports Editor
KATHArINe 
LoTZe
Editor-in-Chief
Gamin’ ain’t to blame
Video games are not the cause of violence
Sorry for the senio-writis...
SLACKING IN THE SUN 
Senior Haley Watson 
slacklines outside the library 
on April 10. 
Slacklining is similar to 
tight-rope walking, but the 
rope is a flat and stays “slack.”
Photo by Katharine Lotze/Observer
Finally, the moment we have all been 
waiting for has ar-
rived-spring weather 
is here in Ellens-
burg! This great 
news means a few 
things: less students 
attending classes than 
usual, girls wearing 
minimal clothing and 
guys showing off  the 
triceps they worked 
hard to earn all 
winter. With all this 
amazing weather and 
only being in class a few hours per day, 
people always wonder where they could 
go out around the town to enjoy getting 
some Vitamin D.
A common place you will hear plenty 
of  students talking about is People’s Pond. 
It is a cool place to go if  you want to throw 
the Frisbee around or pick up some fresh-
man girls. 
I wouldn’t suggest splashing around in 
the water there if  you’re afraid of  what 
diseases you might catch. There is plenty 
to do at the pond if  you make the most out 
of  the given situation I guess.
Something that is huge throughout El-
lensburg that I just personally got into my-
self  is hiking. I thought it was a great idea 
to do a morning hike up Manastash Ridge 
then work a six-hour shift that night. Let’s 
just say I cannot walk normally because I 
am still waddling with pain. 
I would highly suggest the hike because 
of  the breathtaking view at the top. While I 
was up there, I noticed a bouquet of  white 
roses and rocks spelling out “PROM?” 
I guess you could make the hike roman-
tic, but I looked far from sexy when I hiked 
it. If  you are looking for a less demanding 
hike, I would recommend Umtanum Falls.
One place that is not open yet but 
should be in the near future is The Grove 
pool. This is a place that is constantly 
packed with people no matter what day it 
is. 
If  you happened to go to The Grove 
pool party last year, you’ll want to go this 
year if  it happens again. The environment 
itself  is full of  energy and can get rowdy at 
times. Whether you are in the pool, play-
ing volleyball, or just laying out and catch-
ing some rays, you are sure to have a good 
time with great people.
Whatever your preference for playing 
out in the sun is, please just do it as much 
as possible. 
I am tired of  Central’s campus having 
students looking like characters from Twi-
light. 
The Observer welcomes brief letters 
of 300 words or less from readers 
on current issues. Please include 
your full name and university 
affiliation: year and major, degree 
and year graduated, or staff 
position and department. To be 
printed in the following week’s 
issue, please e-mail your letters to 
cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com 
by 5 p.m. Sunday. The Observer 
reserves the right to reject or edited 
for style and length. All letters 
become property of The Observer. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered.
Dear Readers,
CourTNey 
BruNNer
Copy Editor
Take a hike!
Celebrate spring with 
some fun in the sun
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he sunny weather gave way 
to the moon in McConnell the-
ater this past weekend as Central 
students performed Luna, a chil-
dren’s play about a child of mi-
grant farm workers. 
Written by Ramon Esquivel, 
who lives in Seattle, the play was 
written for Central’s theater pro-
gram and has been in the works 
for two years. 
“I would rather go see some-
thing new that I never heard of. 
I’m excited for people to see that,” 
said Elise Forier Edie, the director 
of Luna and the head of perfor-
mance in Central’s theater arts 
department. “This is the  rst time 
that this play is being performed.”
Following the show’s open-
ing on Friday, six actors and 
one stage manager will tour the 
state, performing at elementary 
schools for the rest of the quarter. 
The seven students that are 
taking this show on the road are 
enrolled in a class called Touring 
Children’s Theater. The class is 
worth 12 credits, and it’s so time 
consuming that it’s the only class 
in the students’ schedules for 
spring quarter. 
“I almost actually  nd it easier 
than taking a full class load, even 
though in a way it is harder be-
cause you’re gonna perform a 
show for people, and that’s a lot 
of work,” said Mara Hernandez, 
sophomore theater, who plays 
Frida and various school girls in 
the play. She said the fact that 
they aren’t taking classes in many 
di erent sub-
jects helps the 
actors stay fo-
cused. 
All of the 
students tak-
ing the course 
had to audition 
and wait for a call 
back along with an 
interview.
Monica Domena, soph-
omore theater, said that the 
many hours put into the show 
are worth it because everyone 
involved is doing what they love. 
Domena plays Soledad, the main 
character in the play. 
Soledad is the daughter of His-
panic migrant workers who must 
move to fol-
low where the 
work is. During 
the play, Sole-
dad is forced to 
change schools 
repeatedly and 
has a di  cult 
time making 
friends and  t-
ting in. 
“I like how 
they brought 
in the theme 
about, ya know, 
transition and moving so much 
and the e ects that can have on 
kids. That was really well done; 
it was powerful,” said Chris Hull, 
general manager of 88.1 The 
‘Burg. Hull watched the play with 
his wife and their two children.
Luna 
was written for kids, and audi-
ence participation was greatly 
encouraged. 
“The biggest thing I am look-
ing forward to is that my charac-
ter talks to the little kids and plays 
with them and 
things like that,” 
said Madison 
Martin, sopho-
more theatre 
who plays Luna. 
Luna strives 
to reach the 
audience in a 
di erent and 
more personal 
fashion. Forier 
Edie said the 
kids who watch 
this play will 
have much more in common 
with Soledad than other children 
who do not share a similar back-
ground.
Esquivel “wrote it for us and for 
the audiences in our community, 
and he wrote it with the students 
and 
t h e 
children 
in Ellens-
burg, so it really 
belongs to us,” Forier 
Edie said. 
Since the play was completed it 
has won an award, been published 
and was produced in Chicago.
“I think for kids this is such a 
great story. It not only opens up 
their eyes to the reality of migrant 
workers,” said Karen Hull, senior 
lecturer in the English department. 
“It also will touch a lot of kids who 
have had to move or have had a 
hard time making friends.”
 Hull said the play made her cry 
because of the emotional journey 
the characters endure. 
Chris and Karen Hull’s children, 
Andrew and Melanie, said they 
loved the play. Andrew said he 
knew someone at school who had 
a similar situation to the lead char-
acter, and Melanie enjoyed the 
parts of the play where she was 
able to participate.
 “I think this is a proud moment 
in CWU history,” Forier Edie said. 
“We have made a contribution to 
literature and to the theater, and 
this is the culmination of that.”
Luna lights up 
the stage
BY Jeanette Genson / Staff Reporter
I think this is a proud 
moment in CWU history. We 
have made a contribution to 
literature and to the theater, 
and this is the culmination of 
that.
“
“
-ELISE FORIER EDIE
Director of Luna
T
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BY LIZZY WHEELER
Staff Reporter
Loud booms were heard echoing 
throughout the SURC on April 19. Spec-
tators gathered around the SURC Pit to 
see the talents of  One World Taiko, a pro-
fessional Japanese drumming group from 
Seattle. 
The entire One World Taiko group 
consists of  several members, but only two 
of  them performed for Central Washing-
ton University. The drumming was part 
of  Central’s fi rst annual Sakura Matsuri 
Celebration, put on by the Asian Pacifi c 
Islander American House. 
In Japanese, Sakura Matsuri means 
“cherry blossom.” Also included in the 
celebration were Japanese snacks, a wish-
ing tree, a tea ceremony, Japanese games 
and art.
The two drummers, Gary Tsujimoto 
and Nancy Ozaki, started One World Tai-
ko together in 1990. Both have traveled 
the world performing with many different 
taiko groups. 
According to Ozaki, “taiko” simply 
means “big drum” in Japanese. Taiko 
drumming has been around for thousands 
of  years, starting in temple ceremonies to 
entertain the gods. Taiko drumming was 
brought to America in the 1960s. 
Tsujimoto and Ozaki performed nu-
merous pieces, starting with traditional 
taiko ones, moving to contemporary ones. 
Audience members were transfi xed by 
the drumming. People of  all ages attend-
ed; students, community members, faculty 
members and kids all showed up to par-
ticipate in and watch the celebration. 
Dana Winter, senior theatre arts, said 
that the sound reminded her of  thunder 
and the power of  strength and preparing 
for battle. 
“The combination of  the sounds of  all 
the drums is just amazing,” Winter said. 
“I’m a fan of  percussive instruments, even 
though I don’t play one myself.”
She said the odaiko, the largest drum, 
has that distinct, deep, thunder-rumbling 
sound. 
“You probably have to be pretty damn 
strong to play it as well as they were,” 
Winter said.
The odaiko seemed to be the crowd’s 
favorite taiko drum on stage. Whenever it 
was played, the audience devoted their at-
tention to it for the entire song. 
Ross Quesnell, senior art education, 
agreed and described the drumming as 
intense. 
“The largest drum was my favorite,” 
Quesnell said. “Nothing else came close to 
shaking the fl oor like it did.” 
After their performance, Tsujimoto 
and Ozaki brought up volunteers from the 
audience to teach them how to perform 
on the taiko. Tsujimoto demonstrated the 
proper taiko stance while Ozaki voiced the 
beats of  the song. 
She explained: “If  you can say it, you 
can play it.” There are different names 
for each type of  beat in a song. In musical 
terms, the word “don” can be described 
as a quarter note, while “sa” sometimes 
means a rest. The volunteers performed a 
set of  mixed don’s and sa’s.
One of  the volunteers, Chris Smith, 
said taiko drumming was a lot harder than 
it looked. Creating the proper stance, arm 
movement, power of  the hits, and keeping 
beat are just a few things a taiko drummer 
has to think about when performing. 
According to Ozaki, she has both a 
mind and body experience when perform-
ing taiko, “and it’s a great workout!”
BY LAURA WALP
Staff Reporter
To kick off  Earth Week,  Kallari Choc-
olate brought their organic treats to Cen-
tral Washington University on Tuesday 
April 17, for attendees to try while they 
learned about what makes the Kallari 
brand so special. 
People who attended the tasting re-
ceived insight into the whole process of  
what goes into making Kallari chocolate. 
They learned about the farming process, 
roasting techniques and the regional infl u-
ences that make their dark chocolate spe-
cial. 
“Our chocolate is different because a 
lot of  chocolates are shipped across the 
world so they have to really over roast the 
beans to make all of  the toxins they spray 
on the beans to disappear,” said Kallari 
Representative Rebecca Roebber. “We 
lightly roast our beans so it is actually bet-
ter for you because it has more antioxi-
dants.”
Attendees were able to sample 12 dif-
ferent Kallari chocolates, all having dif-
ferent percentages of  cacao in them. The 
tastes ranged from cacao butter, which 
has a very bland taste and is used to make 
white chocolate, all the way to 85 percent 
cacao, which has a very creamy and bitter 
taste.  
Also during the presentation, Roebber 
talked about how Kallari chocolate is a 
fair trade organization and how the com-
pany helps out farming communities. 
According to the Kallari website, Kal-
lari is the only farmers cooperative in the 
world that harvests, markets and enjoys all 
profi ts from its own line of  organic choco-
late. It’s produced by a coalition of  850 
indigenous Kichwa families in the Napo 
region of  the Ecuadorian Amazon. 
“It’s the only bar that’s farmerowned so 
its four times more fair than all fair trade 
chocolate, so 100 percent of  the profi t is 
going back to the farmer,” Roebber said. 
Kallari Chocolate was brought to Cen-
tral as part of  Earth Week because the 
Center for Diversity and Social Justice 
wants to bring more awareness to sustain-
able landscapes and Kallari is a great ex-
ample. 
“This kind of  event is very important 
for Central’s celebration of  Earth Day 
because it reminds us that in honoring 
environmental awareness we are not only 
seeking to preserve and create sustainable 
natural landscapes,” said Mark Auslander, 
associate professor of  anthropology and 
museum studies. “We are also honoring 
the indigenous inhabitants of  this hemi-
sphere and supporting their continuing ef-
forts to integrate environmental steward-
ship and economic autonomy.” 
BY RACHEL CHURCHILL
Staff Reporter
Singer, songwriter and activist Dana 
Lyons performed April 18, in the SURC 
Pit, as part of  the Earth Day celebration. 
This was Lyons’s second time performing 
at Central and he will continue that tradi-
tion next year. 
“Coolest Earth Day celebration ever 
been to,” Lyons said. “Remarkable.” 
Lyons is best known for his energet-
ic performances and outrageous songs 
“Cows With Guns” and “Ride The 
Lawn.” 
Lyons was born in Kingston, New 
York. He graduated from Swarthmore 
College in Pennsylvania and currently 
lives in Bellingham. He became a singer/
songwriter at the age of  25 and has been 
doing it ever since. 
He brings together a mix of  com-
edy, ballad dance moves, rock songs, and 
laughter. Lyons 
The audience included members rang-
ing from elementary school students to 
college students. From the beginning, 
Lyons involved the audience with dance 
moves and singing. 
“This quirky guy sure got my attention 
from afar with his great dance moves,” 
said Alison Duff, junior communication 
studies. 
Lyons’ subjects from song to song vary 
but they always convey a message. 
“They came with a needle to stick in his 
thigh, he kicked for the groin, he pissed in 
their eye, cow well hung,” sang Lyons from 
his song “Cows With Guns.”
“His songs are so silly and strange,” 
said Amber Thorp, junior public relations. 
“The songs pulled me in, hard to ignore.” 
Lyons’ voice has him performing at fes-
tivals, fundraisers and universities across 
the country and around the world. His 
music involves a bit of  everything includ-
ing rap, country, ballads, rock and pop. 
Lyons has toured across Ireland, England, 
New Zealand and Mexico, among other 
countries.
His course of  action, “I’ll play any-
where once”, has landed Lyons gigs on 
a tropical island of  Australia, Beijing 
and the Hanford nuclear waste dump in 
Washington State. Two of  Lyons’ songs 
have been made into books: “Cows With 
Guns,” published by Penguin and “The 
Tree,” published by Illumination Arts. 
Lyons has shared the stage with many 
notable performers including Willie Nel-
son, Neil Young, Dave Matthews, John 
Mellencamp and Steve Earle. 
“I’m inspired by what people believe 
in,” Lyons said. “Follow your heart.” 
He believes that we should always fol-
low our hearts. If  we fi nd ourselves want-
ing to try something new and adventurous, 
go out and strive to do whatever it might 
be. If  that idea does not work out, you 
can’t always move on to something big-
ger and better. He also said we learn from 
many things whether that be from parents, 
friends, school or experiences.
“We can also learn a lot about the 
land,” Lyons said.
Lyons roars in the SURC Pit
Activist shares songs, stories and dance moves
To learn more about Kallari chocolate, 
visit  www.kallarichocolate.com. Purchase 
Kallari chocolate at Whole Foods Markets 
nationwide or online at chocosphere.com.
BEAT OF MY HEART  Gary Tsujimoto and Nancy Ozaki, performers from One 
World Taiko, play the odaiko drum in the SURC Pit on April 19. 
LIZZY WHEELER/OBSERVER
MESSAGES Dana Lyons performed  
comedy, dance, music April 18 in the 
SURC Pit.
TAYLOR VALLEE/OBSERVER
YUMMY  Kallari farmer Felipe Grefa 
discussed the process of making choco-
late in Dean Hall lobby on April 17.
CATRENA HAMPTON/OBSERVER
Central eats tasty treats 
Kallari Chocolate brings presentation and samples
Taiko beats the drums in SURC Pit
Professional group with Japanese-style sounds 
Fittingly clad in a green blazer for Earth 
Day, baggy basketball jersey and a fi tted hat 
pulled over both ears, hip-hop MC Supa-
man took the stage in the SURC Ballroom 
on Wednesday, April 18.
Hailing from the Crow Reservation in 
Montana, Supaman brought his energetic, 
positive style of  hip-hop to a well-received 
crowd at Central Washington University.
In traditional Native American style, Su-
paman opened the show with a prayer. Be-
fore getting to the music, a funny story was 
told to lighten the crowd’s mood. 
Supaman said that he and his young 
nephew were told growing up by elders on 
the reservation to “Be strong, be a warrior, 
help people.” When attending church as 
kids and following that advice, Supaman’s 
nephew “helped” an older woman by re-
moving an apparent wedgie from her dress. 
When he was scolded for doing so, he sim-
ply “helped” her again and put it back in.
With the crowd now comfortable and 
laughing along with Supaman, he encour-
aged the audience to get out of  their seats 
and come to the stage. The party was about 
to begin and Supaman was in control.
Shedding his green blazer as the music 
began, Supaman chanted through the mic 
“Throw your hands in the air and wave ‘em 
like you just don’t care,” as a sea of  arms 
swayed back and forth to the beat and he 
began fi ring off  lightning fast verses.
“I’ve got a bunch of  free stuff  here to 
give away,” Supaman said as the fi rst song 
ended.
He said whoever could yell the loudest 
would get a free CD. 
As participants in the crowd tried to yell 
louder than each other, it not only brought 
the energy in the room even higher, but at-
tracted the interest of  those passing, who 
couldn’t help but come see what all the 
screaming was for.
It was apparent Supaman had a bigger 
agenda than to just let people experience his 
energetic live show. It was to involve every-
one and also bring a sense of  community 
and friendship.
“Alright, let’s all take one big step for-
ward,” Supaman commanded the crowd. 
He told them to turn to their neighbor, 
shake their hand and say, “I’m glad you’re 
alive.”
“It’s all about love,” Supaman said.
Letting the music take a break, Supaman 
then went into an a capella rap. 
“I stay cool even in hell weather,” and “I 
never go belly up ‘cause I never back down,” 
Supaman said with smooth demeanor.
The crowd cheered as if  to agree with 
how cool Supaman’s lines were. After going 
a capella, Supaman continued involving the 
crowd in his show. 
“Pull something out of  your pockets,” he 
said. “I’ll freestyle about it.” 
Going from person to person, Supaman 
rapped about all the things the audience 
was holding in the air: quarters, keys, and 
even throwing some humor by making up 
a story about a cute girl texting a man who 
was holding his phone up. 
“How much time we got left?” Supaman 
said. 
“We’re on Indian time,” yelled back an 
audience member.
“Oh all right then, we got time for a few 
more,” Supaman replied and laughed.
Everyone then was asked to make a big 
circle as the music was cued back up. A 
dance battle was about to ensue. Supaman 
directed one person to start by going to the 
center of  the large circle and doing a short 
dance, and then to point to signal it was 
their turn. 
“I liked the dance battle,” said Malinda 
Mosher, senior anthropology. Supaman’s 
music “seemed like a positive infl uence,” 
she said.
Although at fi rst there were a few hesi-
tant faces, everyone was soon laughing 
along together as cliché moves were busted 
out like the worm and the sprinkler.
Just as the energetic show began, it end-
ed the same way: in prayer. People fi led out 
the door laughing and sharing with each 
other their favorite moments from the show. 
“It was pretty amazing,” said Manuh 
Santos, senior Spanish, of  Supaman’s light-
ning fast hip-hop and showmanship. 
Estanislado Vargas, senior anthropology, 
is from the reservation himself, like Supa-
man. 
“I’ve never seen anyone rapping about 
the res life,” Vargas said. “It was cool to see 
something outside the norm.”
From start to fi nish, Supaman had the 
audience in his hand. He involved everyone 
and made his live show an experience, not 
something to just sit down and watch.
9SCENE  e Observer • April 26 - May 2, 2012
BY JAYNA SMITH
Staff Reporter
The sound of  tribal drums beating, feet 
stomping, bodies moving and voices sing-
ing echoed through the walls of  the SURC 
Ballroom on April 18. The Yakama Na-
tion Dance Troupe had brought a well-ac-
cepted cultural experience to the Central 
Washington University’s campus. 
The crowd was littered with parents 
and children in celebration of  Earth Day. 
Carolyn Hartness brought along her two 
grandsons, who are a mix of  several na-
tive ancestries, nicknamed Little Eagle 
and Mischievous Little Bear. 
“I think it’s important they recognize 
Earth Day,” Hartness said. “I also like to 
expose them to higher education settings.”
The Yakama Nation Dance Troupe 
was graciously thanked for coming to Cen-
tral by the crowd and formally thanked by 
Crit Callebs, Native American liaison. He 
and his family sang a song in appreciation 
of  the Troupe, the words when translated 
meant, “I am the creator it is so,” Callebs 
said.
The song was meant to show thanks to 
the Troupe, but was originally composed 
to exalt the creator of  the world.
“It is important for Central Washing-
ton University to maintain a healthy rela-
tionship with our Indian nations,” accord-
ing to Callebs.
The dancers in 
the troupe were 
male and female of  
various ages, and 
each represented 
a separate part of  
the Yakama cul-
ture. All attire was 
handmade, fl owing 
dresses with bright 
fl uorescent col-
ors and beadwork 
made of  dentalium 
shells or shells made of  teeth or tusk. 
The ‘jingle dresses’ were also handmade 
as were the beaded moccasin boots. The 
men wore many eagle feathers and bead-
ed clothing as well. 
During one of  the mixed traditional 
dances, a bell escaped from around one 
of  the dancer’s feet. The bells are now 
commercialized and made of  leather, but 
were made of  deer hooves in the past. The 
Yakama pride themselves on their ability 
to utilize resources in crafty ways.
“You call it ingenuity, we call it indian-
nuity,” said Mathew Tomaskin, legislative 
liaison for Yakama Nation. 
Despite the dancers in the Troupe 
only working together for a short while, 
many of  them have been dancing since 
they were children. Terry Heemsah Jr. has 
been dancing since he was three years old. 
Other participants hadn’t danced since 
they were almost that old.
“I haven’t danced since I was a kid,” 
said Stephanie Wednt, tourism coordina-
tor.
The dancers 
showcased tradi-
tional clothing and 
specifi c dances. 
One dance was the 
“duck and dive,” a 
style of  movement 
reminiscent of  the 
Chicken Dance. It 
involves just what 
the name says: 
dancers bounce 
from one foot to the other while their up-
per bodies duck and then dive from side 
to side. 
Of  the female dancers, there were 
two fancy dancers dressed in bright fl ow-
ing dresses: Violet Onley and Stephanie 
Wednt. Both women said they were taught 
from childhood to imagine themselves like 
a bird or a butterfl y.
The Yakama Nation Dance Troupe 
traveled to Arica, Chile recently and was 
asked to return next year. They participat-
ed in Carnaval, a festival that occurs dur-
ing February every year in South America. 
The cultural experience was the best part 
for Onley. She realized that regardless of  
Chile being across the water, they still have 
some very similar cultural tendencies. 
Connecting cultures 
one dance at a time 
CULTURE  Left: Terry Heemsaah 
Sr prepares to perform Above: Terry 
Heemsaah Jr performs one of the native 
dances.
SETH LONGBORG/OBSERVERIt is important for Cen-
tral Washington University to 
maintain a healthy relation-
ship with our Indian nations.“ “
-CRIT CALLEBS
Native American liaison
Supaman captivates
Native American hip-hop artist promotes purposeful lyrics 
LYRICIST  Supaman spits to the crowd April 18 in the SURC Ballroom as part of the 
three day Earth Day celebration put on by Central Washington University.
QUAN LAM/OBSERVER
To check out more of Supaman go to
 http://www.reverbnation.com/
greasyface
BY BEN NEWBY
Staff Reporter
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BY CHLOE RAMBERG
Staff Reporter
 Raw Space sparkled with guests clad 
in elaborately decorated masks and semi-
formal wear April 18. It was an event 
not commonly seen around Ellensburg; a 
Masquerade Ball presented by Rotaract, 
delivering fun and awareness to a cause 
that affects millions. 
Rotaract is a club at Central Washing-
ton University which is sponsored by Ro-
tary of  Ellensburg. The club prides them-
selves on “service above self,” according to 
the club Website. Lana Abuhudra, junior 
supply chain management, is vice presi-
dent of  Rotaract and is dedicated to mak-
ing a contribution.
“The point of  Rotaract is to be the 
change you want to see in the world,” 
Abuhudra said.
The change Rotaract was hoping to 
make by hosting a masquerade ball was 
to bring awareness to the issue of  human 
traffi cking. Human traffi cking is thought 
to be a crime not present within the Unit-
ed States, and seems non-existent. How-
ever, the facts say otherwise.
“Human traffi cking is a seven billion 
dollar industry and 
293,000 children 
are traffi cked per 
year,” Abuhudra 
said.
These shocking 
statistics are what 
prompted the mem-
bers of  Rotaract to 
take action. Tara 
Arneson, senior 
communicat ions 
and president of  
the club, attended a forum that discussed 
the implications of  human traffi cking. 
This was what inspired her to get involved. 
“People aren’t talking about human 
traffi cking and it needs to be changed,” 
Arneson said.
Arneson was astounded at the limited 
coverage of  this issue, including the statis-
tics and punishments for those involved. 
According to Arneson, the sentencing for 
an individual convicted of  human traf-
fi cking is a minimal two to three years. In 
most cases, they are released before the 
completion of  a sentence. This conviction 
pales in comparison to those serving time 
for drug-related offenses.
“Unlike drugs, traffi ckers can sell a per-
son over and over again,” Arneson said. 
“These are human beings and they are be-
ing sold multiple times.”
While guests enjoyed a night of  ener-
getic music and fun costumes, they were 
also educated on the case of  human traf-
fi cking and what can be done to help 
support the issue. The president and vice 
president of  the club introduced a Pow-
erPoint, which brought to light the facts 
most people are unaware of.
All profi ts from the event will be do-
nated to the ASPEN center in Ellensburg, 
an organization committed to aiding indi-
viduals of  abuse and other crimes against 
humanity. The donation will be specifi c to 
aiding those in the human traffi cking in-
dustry.
“One hundred percent of  the profi ts 
will go to ASPEN,” Arneson said. “They 
have an excellent reputation for using 
funds well.”
There were many students who volun-
teered at the event, including Mikel Han-
son, junior business marketing. Hanson 
saw the opportunity to support the cause 
even though she is not a member of  Ro-
taract.
“I volunteer because it helps out the 
community and it is a lot of  fun,” Hanson 
said.
According to Abuhudra, Toni Ball, 
owner of  Raw Space, donated the loca-
tion for free to support the issue of  human 
traffi cking.
C o m m u n i t y 
members were will-
ing to get involved 
and the students 
of  Rotaract took 
extreme measures 
to make the event 
a success. Bill Ver-
trees, advisor to Ro-
taract and assistant 
vice president for 
facilities at Central, was impressed with 
how all the students chipped in.
“You have to compliment them on how 
well they shared the responsibility,” Ver-
trees said.
The issue of  human traffi cking was a 
main topic of  the event, but it was not the 
only one. Rotaract was also collecting cans 
of  food to donate to the FISH Food Bank. 
They had succeeded in combining two im-
portant issues at one event. 
According to Rotaract, FISH Food 
Bank pays $2,000 per month in rent. The 
goal the club is hoping to achieve is to buy 
the building for the food bank. Shannon 
Lowry, junior communication, attended 
the event and believes the money reserved 
to pay rent can be better spent.
“FISH Food Bank serves 160,000 meals 
per year,” Lowry said. “Buying the build-
ing would mean that they could use the 
extra money as a source for more meals.”
Masquerade Ball benefits
Rotaract brings community together for ASPEN and Fish Food Bank
FANCY, HUH?  Above: Raw Space opened their doors for this event for free to sup-
port Rotaract, ASPEN and Food Fish Bank. Below left: Masks and beads were offered 
to guests who attended.
BONNIE DAVIDSON/OBSERVERThe point of Rotaract is 
to be the change you want to 
see in the world. “ “
-LANA ABUHUDRA
Vice president of Roraract
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Safari System Upgrade 
is Complete!
The Safari (Student Administration) 
system upgrade is complete! 
The improved Safari system provides:
    Navigation contains Drop-Down Menus and 
Breadcrumbs for enhanced efficiency!
    For students, an improved CAPS Report, 
the new Enrollment Planner, plus an improved 
Student Center!
    For faculty, an improved Faculty & Advising Center 
that consolidates access to Holds, To-Do Lists, 
and other information to a single page!
NOTE: 
 Safari access remains available through
Wildcat Connection.  
User names and Passwords have not changed.
Questions?
The following offices can assist:
    Registrar – x3001
    Financial Aid – x1611
    Student Financials (Cashier) – x3546 
     Human Resources – x1202
    * For other questions or assistance, please contact 
the Helpdesk at x2001.        
BY MONIQUE PARKER
Staff Reporter
 
Most people don’t know that worms 
are a major problem affecting children 
worldwide. 
Masha Brown, senior cultural anthro-
pology, was introduced three years ago 
to this cause by speaker Nicholas Chris-
tophe who talked about picking a passion 
and mentioned the 
parasite problem 
across the world. 
After he mentioned 
that it only costs 50 
cents to deworm a 
child, Brown knew 
there was some-
thing she could do 
to help.
“If  you can 
spend $3 on coffee 
every day, you can spend that same money 
to help a good cause,” Brown said.
According to Deworm the World, an 
organization with the mission to raise 
awareness and money to educate and 
provide health services regarding worms, 
“six hundred million school-age children 
across the globe are at risk of  being in-
fected with parasitic worms, which harm 
their health and development, limit their 
participation in school, and decrease their 
earnings as adults.” 
Being an immigrant, Brown sees all the 
opportunities people have to make a dif-
ference in the United States. She decided 
to put together a fundraiser called De-
worm to Learn. The theme for this year 
is “Beat the Clock” with the goal to raise 
$5,000 by midnight. 
The event will include a silent auction 
and benefi t concert with performers in-
cluding Brody Blackburn Band, Orchesis 
Dance, Sky Paper, 
Sid, Chad Blevins 
and many more. 
For Mike Cham-
poux, fundraiser 
participant and 
musician, this will 
be his second year 
participating with 
the Deworm to 
Learn project. He 
thinks the story be-
hind the cause is re-
ally touching and is amazed at the fact that 
such a small amount of  money can make 
such an impact on a child’s life. 
As an artist, “I have the power to get 
people together,” Champoux said. “Why 
not for a good cause?”
BY CHRISTOPHER SPARKS
Staff Reporter
On April 20, Central Washington 
University’s 88.1 The ’Burg hosted their 
Great Scavenger Hunt of  2012. The event 
was to celebrate the radio station’s birth-
day. The scavenger hunt began on the 
west patio of  the SURC, and ended with 
an after party hosted at Raw Space where 
there was live music and a chance to enter 
to win prizes.
“It’s not often you get to interact with a 
radio station that gives you free stuff,” said 
Cody Spencer, promotions coordinator at 
88.1 The ’Burg. 
The scavenger hunt consisted of  sev-
eral different checkpoints to which partici-
pants were given clues. 
“It was really fun,” said Lindsey Dem-
beck, University of  Washington graduate. 
“At one of  the checkpoints I got a brown-
ie.”
The participants had to go and fi nd 
each checkpoint, answer a question from 
one of  the sponsors of  the event and ob-
tain a signature to move on. The sponsors 
were all local businesses around Ellens-
burg including Third Eye Tattoo, D&M 
Coffee, Ellensburg Floral, Alenté Day Spa 
& Salon, Central City Comics, and Linder 
Chiropractic.
“It’s a chance for students to work to-
gether to get off  campus and have some 
fun,” Spencer said. “Our main goal is to 
let the kids have fun.” 
Students from Central and people 
in the community all participated in the 
event, sending them around town. Even 
people who weren’t from around the area 
got to participate in the hunt.
“I wasn’t well acclimated with Ellens-
burg,” said Justin Ruhe, junior English. 
“But being a student for three years, I 
wanted to discover the local establish-
ments.”
Once the participants were fi nished 
and made it to Raw Space, they turned in 
their signed checkpoint list and were en-
tered in a raffl e. Inside Raw Space was a 
DJ stand set up playing music with lights 
and people dancing. The raffl e’s many dif-
ferent prizes included a grand prize of  a 
turn table donated by Old Skool.
“I couldn’t miss out on the best after 
party of  the year,” Dembeck said. 
88.1 The ’Burg has put on events every 
spring for the past few years. Last spring, 
they put on the “Tune Out Cancer” event. 
“We strive to be a part of  the commu-
nity,” Spencer said. “And at the same time 
show the kids some fun and have them cel-
ebrate that the ’Burg is in their backyard.”
 The radio station hopes to get more 
students and citizens familiar with Ellens-
burg and have fun while doing it.
“Events like this leave people knowing 
more about the local area, and give people 
a chance to experience it,” Spencer said.
In the future, The ’Burg wants to host 
larger events similar to this one. They also 
attend football and basketball games do-
ing things such as selling hot chocolate 
and giving away prizes.
“I don’t know of  any other radio sta-
tion that is as beast mode as us,” Spencer 
said.
88.1 The ’Burg 
hosts ‘Great 
Scavenger Hunt’
Beat the clock, save the children
Anthropology student holds fundraiser
If you  can spend $3 on 
a coffee every day, you can 
spend that same money to 
help a good cause.“ “
-MASHA BROWN
Senior cultural anthropology
Deworm to Learn will be held at Raw Space 
on April 27. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., show 
begins at 7 p.m. For more information visit 
www.dewormtheworld.com
ewu.edu/summer
1.800.831.6114
  sum
mer
 2012
 ewu
BY EVAN THOMPSON
Senior Reporter
In a sense, to be immortalized is to live 
on forever.  True, there certainly are dif-
ferent defi nitions of  living on forever but 
in a way, every athlete that comes through 
Central Washington University has their 
own unique opportunity to achieve some 
shape or form of  it. An athlete that has 
been inducted into the Central Wash-
ington Athletics Hall of  Fame isn’t just 
another name on a sheet of  paper, and 
certainly isn’t just another addition to an 
already long list of  names. It’s something 
much more treasured and sought after by 
the individual that wants it the most, the 
individual that is willing to put in more 
time and effort than anyone else. 
When someone is inducted into the 
Hall of  Fame, a legacy is left upon their 
sport – a legacy that can always be seen 
when entering Nicholas Pavilion, and a 
legacy that will forever live in Wildcat ath-
letics. 
This year, six individuals and one team 
were named to the Wildcats Hall of  Fame, 
each having made an incredible impact 
upon Central’s athletics and earning pas-
sage through hard work, determination, 
and resiliency. The individuals inducted: 
James Atterberry (Football, 1990-93); 
Mark Brown (Track, 1978-79); Rob Hippi 
(Baseball, 1967-71); Mike Huard (Foot-
ball, 1968-72); Robin MacAlpine (Wres-
tling, 1982-85); and Dr. Jean Putnam 
(Field Hockey, 1968-80). 
Joining the individual inductees was 
the 1988 Wildcat’s baseball team, that 
was the last ever Central team to qualify 
for the National Association of  Intercolle-
giate Athletics (NAIA) World Series, hav-
ing won six of  the eight playoff  games. 
Head coach Ken Wilson had three play-
ers achieve All-American honors: pitcher 
Charlie Hatem, outfi elder Joe Dawson, 
and shortstop Marc Greely. Dawson and 
Greely were later inducted to the CWU 
Hall of  Fame. 
James Atterberry is one of  the most 
prolifi c wide receivers to have ever played 
for the Wildcats, having caught 151 pass-
es for 2,379 during his illustrious career. 
Also a member of  CWU’s All-Century 
football team, Atterberry was renowned 
for not only his great hands but also his 
work ethic. Atterberry came into his fi rst 
year at Central measuring only 5’9” and 
140 pounds, but after hitting the weights 
and becoming stronger, he knew where he 
wanted to end up one day.
“When I walked in [Nicholson Pavil-
ion] that very fi rst time and I looked at 
the Hall of  Fame wall, I knew I’d be up 
there,” Atterberry said. “That’s how I was 
driven, that’s the type of  person I am, and 
it’s just an incredible honor and it shows 
that work ethic sometimes does pay off. 
And go for your goals - never know what’s 
going to happen.”
Atterberry trained year-round in the 
weight room and in the fi eld house by run-
ning routes and catching passes from his 
quarterbacks, one of  whom happened to 
be Jon Kitna, who played 15 seasons in the 
NFL. Atterberry also had serious aspira-
tions to play in the NFL or CFL, never be-
ing told that he couldn’t attain that goal by 
his coaches. Unfortunately, Atterberry was 
never able to reach that goal, but to have 
been given the amazing honor of  being 
inducted into the Central Hall of  Fame, 
Atterberry fi nally made it to where he saw 
himself  being over a decade ago. 
“To be recognized for what you did 
on the football fi eld in the time you had 
here its great; I’ve been grinning for four 
months since I found out,” Atterberry 
said.
Steve Hertling, who is also a part of  
the CWU Hall of  Fame, gave Atterberry a 
call informing him he had a shot to make 
the Hall of  Fame as well. 
“I got a phone call [from] Steve 
Hertling, who’s been a huge alumni sup-
porter for 20 years, was kind of  a second 
father to me, and he said ‘hey, I’m getting 
you on the ballot this year.’”
Once he found out that he was in fact 
going to be in-
ducted, Atterberry 
couldn’t help but 
feel content. 
“I was just very 
happy, that was a 
day like man, awe-
some, great feeling 
of  pride, accom-
plishment,” Atter-
berry said.
Mark Brown’s 
road to the Hall of  
Fame was much 
more prolonged 
than Atterberry’s, 
having found out he was going to be in-
ducted in 2007, but Brown always had a 
particular circumstance the prevented him 
from attending because of  his children’s 
own running careers.
“I was actually elected in 2007, but I 
never could get over here because I was 
still real involved with my sons running ca-
reers,” Brown said. “And every time they 
would schedule the hall of  fame it was 
during my sons either state championships 
or some big meet, so I had to wait.”
Brown barely missed out on a national 
title in 1978, getting out-leaned at the fi n-
ish line in the 5,000-meter run. Brown 
was a two-time All-American in 1978 and 
1979, placing in the top ten consecutive 
years. 
Rob Hippi as a pitcher led the Wildcats 
to two NAIA World Series appearances 
in 1968 and 1970, and compiled a 15-6 
record over his three-year career. Hippi 
is third all-time on Central’s strikeout list 
with 224, and allowed only 115 hits in 172 
2/3 innings. He’s also fi rst in strikeouts in 
per nine innings pitched and the second 
lowest in hits per nine innings. Not only 
has Hippi been inducted as an individual, 
but he was a part of  teams inducted into 
the hall of  fame; in 1999 with the 1968 
Wildcats team and also in 2010 with the 
1970 team. Hippi’s pitching extended past 
Central with a professional career, as he 
pitched in the New York Yankees organi-
zation from 1970 to 1972. 
Mike Huard played fullback and tight 
end for the Wildcats from 1968 to 1971 
after a standout career at Prosser high 
school. During 
Huard’s senior sea-
son, he excelled at 
tight end and was 
named to the All-
Evergreen Confer-
ence, All-District, 
and NAIA West 
Coast honorable 
mention teams. 
Huard’s sons Da-
mon and Brock 
Huard both played 
in the NFL as quar-
terbacks and were 
also in attendance 
at the ceremony. Huard’s third son Luke 
is currently the offensive coordinator and 
quarterback coach at Division II Illinois 
State University. 
During Robin MacAlpine’s wrestling 
tenure, Central was one of  the top wres-
tling programs in the nation in the NAIA. 
In 1983, MacAlpine placed second at 
the national championship tournament 
and helped the team to a 12th place fi n-
ish. But it was in 1984 when MacAlpine 
fi nally achieved a national title and helped 
boost the Wildcats up to a seventh place 
team fi nish. MacAlpine overcame tremen-
dous odds by entering the tournament as 
an unseeded wrestler, having to defeat the 
number one, eight, nine, and twelve seeds 
on-route to the fi nals, then beat the num-
ber three seed to win the title. The number 
one seed that MacAlpine knocked off  in 
the fi rst round just happen to be the same 
wrestler that defeated him in the national 
fi nals in ’83. MacAlpine was a serious un-
derdog.
“I don’t think that’s ever happened in 
the history of  the tournament, that people 
who wrestled in the fi nal, the next year to 
meet in the fi rst round,” MacAlpine said. 
“I beat him, and then it was pretty much 
just as though as I was the number one 
seed. I remember coaches telling me after-
wards that no one’s ever done that, and I 
didn’t really think of  it that way. But now 
looking back at it that was really some-
thing.”
MacAlpine traveled to Europe after 
his time at Central and lived there for 13 
years. It wasn’t until a student, whom he 
helped recruit to Central, found MacAl-
pine on Facebook and informed him that 
he had a chance to make it into the hall 
of  fame.
“It’s been overwhelming, it’s been won-
derful to be back here at the university and 
see all these faces and just feel like part 
of  the family again,” MacAlpine said. “I 
mean, in a way it’s a cliché, but you feel 
like you never left and to be recognized 
with these names.”
 After hearing from the student, 
MacAlpine connected with Robert Low-
ery, who was a 2003 Hall of  Fame induct-
ee and the Master of  Ceremonies at the 
Hall of  Fame Induction, via email, which 
is what fi nally brought him back. 
“I almost fell apart when [Lowery] 
said ‘The greatest wrestler ever at Central 
pound for pound’,” MacAlpine said. “I 
mean that’s pretty lofty praise and we’ve 
had some great wrestlers at Central Wash-
ington University, so I’m honored.”
Dr. Jean Putnam led the Wildcats from 
1968 to 1980 and had contributed a mon-
umental impact in fi eld hockey on the na-
tion. 
In 1978 Putnam served as tournament 
director of  the United States Field Hock-
ey Association/Association of  Intercolle-
giate Athletics for Women’s Field Hockey 
Championships. It marked the fi rst time 
and only time the NCAA and club teams 
merged to play in one competition. Cen-
tral was able to host over 40 teams because 
of  their ability to produce so many play-
ing fi elds in one vicinity. Putnam’s impact 
extended beyond fi eld hockey as she was 
the fi rst female academic dean at Central 
from 1982-88, and also served as president 
of  the Northwest College Women’s Sports 
Association in 1971. In the same year she 
was a U.S. representative to the Interna-
tional Olympic Academy in Greece. 
SPORTS 
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“Heroes live forever but legends never die”
Central inducts several former athletes into hall of fame
To be recognized for 
what you did on the football 
field in the time you had here 
its great; I’ve been grinning 
for four months since I found 
out.
“
“
-JAMES ATTERBERRY
Hall of fame inductee
GRUB  Central football players junior offensive lineman Michael Dobbins, senior defensive lineman Mike Reno, and freshman run-
ning back Nic Cooper help serve food at the hall of fame banquet last Saturday at Nicholson Pavilion.
KACY SCHMIDT/OBSERVER
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Long boarders shred the SURC
OPR kicks o  spring with outdoor vendors, music and contests
BY RANDY RAJKOVICH
Staff Reporter
Central Washington University’s Out-
door Pursuits & Rentals (OPR) put on its 
annual Outdoor Spring Symposium last 
Thursday. The event was hosted to get 
students and members of  the community 
excited for the outdoor experiences the 
spring season has to offer. 
The event hosted several vendors of  
sports apparel, outdoor activities vendors 
from around the state, live music, mini 
clinics and a crowd favorite, the long 
board contest.
The Outdoor Spring Symposium 
was an all-day event for everyone to en-
joy. Shops like long board dealer Motion 
Boardshop and Leavenworth Mountain 
Sports were among the vendors who 
opened booths up 
at 10 a.m. to sell 
merchandise to the 
crowd of  students. 
“It was a great 
way to start off  the 
spring season,” said 
David Scott, junior 
Chinese and OPR 
staff  member. Staff  
was out on the patio 
with an infl ated river raft and Winegar’s 
ice cream, spreading the word of  OPR’s 
vast resources of  rental gear for outdoor 
activities. Scott informed students of  rec-
reation opportunities OPR has to offer. 
One way OPR is looking to inform stu-
dents is through a catchy jingle for every-
one to remember. 
“We are holding a contest to create a 
jingle for OPR,” Scott said. “Students can 
make a video of  their jingle and submit it 
to the OPR website by the May 19 dead-
line.”
Mike Champoux, a local product, 
helped provide live music at the Outdoor 
Spring Symposium. The live music enter-
tained the crowd until the long board con-
test started.
“This year we wanted to get a bit of  
the two styles of  racing and free style tricks 
into the contest,” said Chris Lubenow, se-
nior business administration and OPR 
staff. Riders could 
now be awarded 
points for style that 
would take seconds 
off  their time and 
even it out for riders 
who fi nished slower.
“The competitors 
had to navigate the 
course around ob-
stacles and different 
jumps,” Lubenow said. “The riders had 
to adapt.”
The crowds were lined up and down 
the sides of  the course to cheer the riders 
on as they competed.
“We have a very active long board 
community on campus and a lot of  them 
came out to support the participants,” 
Lubenow said.
The OPR’s annual Outdoor Spring 
Symposium was well received by Central 
students.
“The Spring Outdoor Symposium was 
a lot of  fun,” said Holly Howton, junior 
graphic design. “I got a free Monster en-
ergy drink and it was cool to see the long 
boarders do tricks in the contest.”
For more information visit OPR, locat-
ed on the East Patio of  the SURC. Staff  
can assist you with gear, tips, guides and 
even transportation.
PIKA-PIKA  Thomas Bloom skates 
down the course at the Spring Symposium. 
The longboard contest was the highlight. 
ZACK OLNEY/OBSERVER
This year we wanted to 
get a bit of the two styles of 
racing and free style tricks 
into the contest.“ “
-CHRIS LUBENOW
Senior business administration
SHRED  Eric Winterstien skids around 
the course at OPR’s Spring Symposium.
ZACK OLNEY/OBSERVER
Here is what the 
               are saying about Dr. Bridgeman
” ”
”
“ “
PROFESSIONAL ATHLETES
““
”
www.925pain.com
Adam Bighill Ben Rice
Zack McCarley Steve Martinez
CWU All-American Linebacker
BC Lions Linebacker,
2011 CFL Grey Cup
Championship Team
I compete on some of the world’s 
largest stages in strongman. If I am to 
perform at the pinnacle of my sport I 
have to stay healthy. This is where 
Laser, Spine and Disc comes in, I have 
had compressed discs,frozen shoul-
ders, pulled muscles, but no one has 
helped me to stay healthy and to 
recover faster from injuries than Dr. B. I 
owe my carrier to chiropractors and as 
far as I am concerned Dr. B is the best.
Dr. Bridgeman is not your
average crack, pop, see-
you-later chiropractor. He 
addresses your issue thor-
oughly by checking alignment,
muscular components,
re-establishing correct 
biomechanics, and by 
correcting the nervous system.
As a professional athlete, I have seen many doctors and physical thera-
pists. None of them addressed my issues like Dr. Bridgeman, and none of 
them have gotten results like Dr. Bridgeman. His knowledge is secondto 
none. I know he has the capability to help anyone who is in pain; even if it 
is not in your back or neck. Dr. Bridgeman is capable of fixing problems 
from head to toe. If you want the best treatment available, come see Dr. 
Bridgeman, I guarantee you will not be disappointed.
4x WABDL World Deadlifting Champion
Professional Powerlifter
Universal Nutrition Sponsored Athlete
Injury prevention and
rehabilitation is the most 
important aspect to any 
athlete.It doesn’t matter 
how dedicated you are if 
you are hurt you can’t
perform at your highest 
level. Dr. Bridgeman’s 
Laser, Spine and Disc is 
the best injury prevention
and rehabilitation practice  
that I have ever encountered. No other chiropractic clinic that I have ever 
heard of offers the comprehensiveness of treatment that can take you from 
injured to 100% in such a short time. This place has taken my sports 
performance higher than it has ever been. The atmosphere is friendly and 
welcoming, the treatment is quality and unbeatable, and the results are 
inarguable. If you are looking for the best, the search is over.
ASC Professional Strongman 3x 
National Champion in Strongman
Current America’s Strongest 
Man under 231 lbs/105Kg
Triathlete
Air Force Veteran
Career Firefighter
As a competitive tri-
athlete, Air Force Vet and 
now career firefighter, I 
have come across many 
bumps, bruises and serious 
injuries along the way. After 
sustaining a career 
threatening injury during a 
structure fire,my dream of 
making that U.S. Triathlon 
Team was slowly dwindling
away. But thanks to the quality care and expertise of Dr. Bridgeman and his 
staff, I was able to make my dream come true and represent our country in 
the Triathlon World Championships in Budapest,Hungry. Dr. Bridgeman’s 
character and dedication to his patients are second to none. I have always 
felt comfortable and important when receiving treatment at hic clinic. It feels 
great knowing that a facility like Laser, Spine and Disc Chiropractic is 
available and close by. Thanks again Doc! You’re the best!
LASER, SPINE, & DISC CHIROPRACTIC
(509) 925-PAIN
2211 WEST DOLARWAY ROAD
“Depen
ding on
 the inj
ury and
 
tissues
involve
d I utili
ze mul
tiple 
treatme
nttechn
iques t
o 
achiev
e maxi
mum b
enefit f
or 
the pat
ient.” -D
r. B.
INJURY TYPE
Soft Tissue
Joint Injury
Inflammation & Pain
Disc Bulges
Neurologic Dysfunction
Rehab
TREATMENT METHOD
Masters Certified in ART
Certified Chiropractic Extremity practitioner
Certified Class IV Laser
Certified Decompression Specialist
Quantum Neurology
Bridgeman Rehab System
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Track and  eld invades the sunshine state
BY AMBER BENOIT
Staff Reporter
A handful of  Central athletes fl ew 
down to California to compete in the Cal-
ifornia State-Los Angeles Twilight Open 
on Thursday April 19. The Wildcats had 
a strong representation with half  of  the 
athletes having fi nished in the top and 
one fi eld athlete hitting a national quali-
fi er mark.
“We accomplished most of  the things 
we were shooting for,” said Head Coach 
Kevin Adkission. “We had seasons bests 
for three or four of  the people down 
there.”
Central had 
six athletes place 
in the top ten, in-
cluding Brennan 
Boyes in the men’s 
high jump fi nish-
ing second with a 
mark of  2.02 me-
ters (6.5 feet) and 
Scott Morrison 
in the men’s 400 
meter dash earn-
ing the number six 
spot with a time of  
49.09 seconds. 
Andrew Venema placed seventh in the 
110 meter hurdles with a time of  15.28 
seconds, Colin Alexander in the men’s 
400 meter hurdles took eighth with a time 
of  57.79 seconds, Katharine Lotze  in the 
women’s triple jump earned fi fth with her 
jump of  11.42 meters (37 feet) and Braden 
Keller in the men’s javelin with his fi rst 
place fi nish with a 59.95 meter (196.6 feet) 
throw.
Keller’s journey up to this Cal State 
Open had a bit of  Hollywood drama to 
it. This is Keller’s fi rst season as a Wild-
cat and he has spent a majority of  it bat-
tling injuries. Because of  these injuries he 
hasn’t been able to train as hard as most 
throwers.
“He can’t throw as much as he would 
like to so we are trying to get him to do 
some different things,” said Assistant 
Coach Tony Monroe. “He is only allowed 
a certain amount of  throws each week.”
The training has paid off  for Keller. 
Down in California he threw a mark that 
qualifi es him for nationals. 
“Braden getting that national mark…
that’s what we were going to work on,” 
Adkisson said.
His fi rst place fi nish in the javelin 
earned him a provisional qualifi er for the 
National Collegiate 
Athletic Associa-
tion (NCAA) Divi-
sion II Outdoor 
Track and Field 
Championships in 
Pueblo, Colo. at the 
end of  May.
“It was neat be-
cause it was on his 
fi rst throw,” Mon-
roe said.
 If  Braden ends 
his season in the top 
16 for NCAA Divi-
sion II schools he will compete in Colo-
rado.  
Keller is still a few feet shy of  having an 
automatic qualifi er for nationals but has 
no doubt he will reach it.
“It’s simple,” Keller said. “I have to run 
fast and throw hard. I’ll get there.”
Central has 29 events that will have 
representation at the Great Northwest 
Athletic Conference (GNAC) Champi-
onships in Monmouth, Ore. There have 
been three Wildcats who have hit the pro-
visional qualifi er for nationals. These ath-
letes are Lotze in the triple jump, Keller 
in the javelin and Kati Davis in the pole 
vault. 
Hitting a provisional mark, whether for 
GNAC or national championships does 
not necessarily mean the athlete is in. Ath-
letes can both improve their marks and hit 
the automatic qualifi er, or they can fi n-
ish in the top 16 in the nation. Automatic 
qualifi er marks means an athlete is auto-
matically in that championship. 
“They know they got three opportuni-
ties left to improve their marks,” Adkisson 
said. “Every bit they help themselves is 
moving them at least another rung up the 
ladder to nationals.” 
Central’s next chance for athletes to 
qualify for the championships is the St. 
Martin’s Invitational in Lacey, Wash. on 
April 28. Ellensburg will also play host to 
the GNAC Multi-Event Championships 
from April 30 – May 1.
“Hopefully we will add a couple more,” 
Adkisson said. “We have a handful more 
that should hit those national provisional.” 
LEVITATION  Junior high jumper Brennan Boyes clears the bar during the Spike Arlt 
Invitational on April 14.
KATHARINE LOTZE/OBSERVER
They know they got three 
opportunities left to improve 
their marks. Every bit they 
help themselves is moving 
them at least another rung 
up the ladder to nationals.
“
“
-KEVIN ADKISSION
Head coach
Cat Attack
To check on Central athletes’ 
results and their standings 
visit www.tfrrs.org or 
www.wildcatsports.com
Softball sweeps  rst place Yellowjackets
BY BRYAN SLATER
Staff Reporter
The Central softball team had a long 
weekend but have a chance for redemption 
this week with a make-up game against 
Saint Martin’s and a double header Senior 
Day against Montana State-Billings.
Last Thursday the 
Wildcats had a tough 
outing at home. It was 
a resumption of  the 
protested game from 
the March 4 double 
header against SMU. 
On a cloudy and rainy 
day, the Wildcats only 
managed to get two 
hits in the fi ve-inning 
game. On the other 
side, the batters of  
Saint Martin’s were 
ferocious, scoring at least one run every 
inning with multiple-run innings in the 
second, third, and fourth.
Central also struggled with pitching. 
The Wildcats’ starter on the mound was 
Maria Gau, and she struggled throughout 
the game. Gau allowed nine earned runs 
and 12 hits in her three innings of  pitch-
ing. Later, Gau was relieved by freshman 
Heidy Wells, who also had a tough day 
pitching. 
In one and two thirds innings Wells 
gave up four runs off  four hits. However, 
across the fi eld the Saint’s pitcher Sam 
Munger was untouchable. With a com-
plete game Thursday, Munger allowed 
two hits and  shutout the Wildcat offense. 
Saturday was Senior Day and the 
Wildcats faced off  with the MSUB Yel-
lowjackets in a heated double header. The 
fi rst game was a shoot-out, with a fl urry 
of  hits and runs. The fi nal score of  the 
opening game was 12-11 in Central’s fa-
vor. It appeared the seniors really wanted 
a booming send off.
CWU came out hot to start game two, 
scoring three runs off  fi ve hits thanks to 
the speed of  senior outfi elder Bre Thomas 
and the powerful swinging of  senior in-
fi elder Carrina Wagner and senior fi rst 
basemen Natasha Wood. With the score at 
3-2 in the bottom of  the third, the Wild-
cats started to swing the lumber again. 
Central scored fi ve runs in the third via 
some errors by MSUB and some cru-
cial hits by senior second basemen Molly 
Coppinger, junior catcher Cassi Ellis, and 
Thomas once again. 
Central did have a tough fourth inning 
defensively — senior pitcher Lindy Baxter, 
was pitching great up until the fourth. She 
gave up three runs, a walk and a home run 
prior to being relieved by freshman Heidy 
Wells.  Wells came in with runners on, and 
with the lack of  help from some errors and 
more hits, the Yellowjackets scored three 
more runs, two unearned. 
Through the next three innings there 
was at least one run scored each inning 
by each team. With the game tied and the 
Wildcats up to bat, clutch time was calling. 
The Wildcats started the inning off  with a 
clutch single by pinch hitter, junior Elena 
Carter. Lead-off  hitter Thomas bunted 
the ball and got on base safely to give her 
a great fi rst game, hitting three for four. 
Senior outfi elder Jen Schwartz helped out 
the team with a sacrifi ce bunt, advancing 
the runners and setting them up in scor-
ing position. To fi nish the game, Carinna 
Wagner showed up to the plate. With 
a runner on third and second, Wagner 
drove the ball deep for a sacrifi ce fl y, help-
ing pinch runner Katie Focher score and 
win the game. 
The night cap was phenomenal by the 
Wildcats on both sides of  the ball. Maria 
Gau, who earned the win in the fi rst game, 
kept the Yellowjackets to only six hits and 
one run in the seven-inning game. Gau 
with six strikeouts, was well supported by 
the offense as well. 
The fi rst couple innings were score-
less, but in the bottom of  the third Central 
started connecting. Bre Thomas started 
the inning off  with a double down the line 
making her two for two to start. After a 
stolen base by Thomas, senior outfi elder 
Jen Schwartz singled to right fi eld giving 
Central their fi rst run of  the game. Con-
tinuing with the solid hitting, Wagner sin-
gled to center moving Schwartz to second. 
After a sacrifi ce bunt laid down by fi rst 
basemen Liz Jusko, Wood hit Schwartz in 
from third giving the Wildcats a 2-0 lead.
In the fi fth inning, the Wildcats did 
some more damage. Starting with two sin-
gles by Wood and Coppinger, senior utility 
player Kristina Sherriff  singled through 
the right to score pinch runner, freshman 
outfi elder Katie Focher for CWU’s third 
run. Later, Sherriff  was caught trying to 
steal which ended up with Coppinger 
scoring from third before Sherriff  was 
tagged out.  
By the seventh inning Gau had only 
allowed two hits and no runs. With Cen-
tral up fi ve with only three outs to go, 
MSUB looked to go on a hitting rally. Gau 
wouldn’t allow it, however. Only giving up 
four hits and one run in the fi nal inning, 
Gau put on a beautiful performance to 
earn her second win of  the day.
The seniors certainly showed up for Se-
nior Day on Saturday. Thomas was solid, 
batting seven for eight with two doubles, 
three runs, one RBI and a stolen base. The 
second hitter in the lineup, Schwartz, also 
had a great day at the plate with fi ve hits 
out of  six at bats, an RBI, and stolen base. 
Wagner was driving in runs all day with 
four RBI’s off  two hits. Wood was superb 
offensively with three RBI’s off  three hits, 
one a home run. 
The Wildcats now look to fi nish off  the 
season strong. Central only has six games 
left, against Saint Martin’s, Northwest 
Nazarene, and Western Washington.  
MARIA GAU
Senior pitcher
BURNER  Senior outfielder Bre 
Thomas rounds third base. Thomas went 
7-8 with three runs against MSUB.
PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHNATHAN GORDON
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‘Cats avoid the broom
Baseball drops 3 of 4 to SMU
BY CHACE DAVY
Staff Reporter
The Central baseball team had a rough 
four-game series against Saint Martin’s 
University over the weekend, losing the 
fi rst three games, all by two runs or less, 
but winning the fi nal game of  the series 
13-2.
In the fi rst game, Central had a 7-5 
lead headed into the bottom half  of  the 
seventh, but a two-RBI single by SMU’s 
Travis Shaw tied the score at 7. No other 
runs were scored until the 10th inning 
when Bobby Twedt’s RBI single ended the 
game with a fi nal score of  8-7. Twedt was 
6-6 during the game.
The second game wasn’t much better. 
Central had a 7-0 lead in the third inning, 
but a six-run third and a fi ve-run fi fth in-
ning by SMU put the Wildcats out of  con-
tention, and the Crusaders ended up win-
ning by a fi nal score of  12-10.
“We missed some offensive opportuni-
ties in the one game, and we made some 
mistakes that second game,” Storey said. 
“And ultimately that’s the difference be-
tween going 3-1 over there, and going 
1-3.”
“We’re really thin in the bullpen,” said 
head coach Desi Storey. “So we’re having 
some struggles there.”
The starting pitching for the Wildcats 
was solid nonetheless, and each Central 
starting pitcher in Saturday’s games left 
the game with a lead.
The Wildcats were hard pressed to win 
games due to injuries as well.
Junior outfi elder Jimmy Ryerson is still 
recovering from an injury. Also, senior 
outfi elder Brett Bielec and senior second 
basemen Brandon Wang are playing with 
injuries, and the team just got back junior 
fi rst basemen Chris Hashimoto after he 
suffered a concussion earlier in the season
“We’re hoping to get a little bit health-
ier in the last few weeks and be able to be 
a little bit more consistent,” Storey said.
Both Central starting pitchers threw a 
complete game on Sunday.
Jason Lotzer threw a solid eight innings 
in the fi rst game, but was unable to get run 
support from his teammates, and the team 
ended up losing 1-3.
“Our offense didn’t step up consistently 
throughout the series,” said catcher Kyle 
Sani. “That hurt us the fi rst three games.”
Central swept Saint Martin’s at home 
last time they played, but SMU seemed to 
be a completely different team.
“Their hitting was much better this 
time we faced them,” said second base-
man Brandon Wang.
SMU also had the home fi eld advan-
tage.
“I think obviously they’re more com-
fortable at home, so they played a little bit 
better at home than they do on the road,” 
Storey said.
The Wildcats have played poorly on 
the road this season, winning only four of  
the 17 road games they’ve played this sea-
son, while their home record is 11-7. 
Everything came together for Central 
in the fi nal game. Randy Button allowed 
only two runs in seven innings of  pitching, 
and eight of  the nine starters had at least 
one hit in the game.
Bielec went 2-4 with a double and 
three RBI’s and minimal errors on defense 
helped them pull out the win in the fi nal 
game.
“We just kept playing hard the whole 
time,” Wang said. “We knew we had to 
win at least one to end on a positive note.”
The Wildcats aren’t going to quit out 
on the rest of  the season. With 12 games 
left, the team is looking to close out strong.
Central needs to win half  of  the re-
maining games to end up with Storey’s 
goal of  ending up with a .500 win percent-
age at the end of  the season.
BY AMBER BENIOT
Staff Reporter
Being a Mariner’s fan is no easy task. 
You have to be used to the rollercoaster 
that comes along with the team. I am no 
fair-weather fan either. I have grown up 
with the Mariners. When I was young I re-
member going to ev-
ery home opener at 
the Kingdome, then 
Safeco opened and it 
was a whole new ex-
perience. Some years 
we were good, some 
years we weren’t – 
this is just a fact for 
a true Mariners fan. 
You cheer those M’s 
on no matter what. 
But there are 
some things that are bigger than being 
true to your team. On Saturday, April 21 I 
left my house for Safeco, excited to spend 
a day in the sun watching America’s fa-
vorite pastime, having no idea what was 
about to happen.
The game started out like any other 
Mariner game lately…a few innings in 
and we were already down. What no one 
had noticed yet was that a miracle was 
brewing. It was the sixth inning when my 
friend leaned over and told me to check 
out White Sox pitcher Phillip Humber’s 
pitch count. He was in the low 50s still.
For those of  you who don’t know, 
normally a pitcher throws about 12-15 
pitches per inning. Humber should have 
been in the 70s by now, but was about 20 
pitches shy of  average. It was then that we 
checked the giant scoreboard above center 
fi eld. There were no hits, runs or walks for 
the Mariners yet.
Humber was on the verge of  a perfect 
game. The seventh inning stretch had 
come and gone and those giant zeroes 
were still glowing.
The turmoil was brewing. Do I go 
against my team, my beloved Mariners? 
Is cheering to be a part of  history really 
turning my back on my team? Not every-
body gets to be a part of  a perfect game.
Suddenly it’s the bottom of  the eighth 
and yet again the Mariners are put away 
with three up and three down. Humber is 
half  an inning away from a perfect game. 
Three outs are all that stand in the way 
of  Humber making sports history. Sitting 
in the second level, I watched below as 
people started to realize what was about to 
happen. You could feel the mood shift in 
the stadium and it was obvious that every-
one, including Humber, knew what was on 
the line as he took the mound for the last 
time.
The bottom of  the ninth lasted an eter-
nity. Diehard M’s fans were going crazy as 
Humber got behind the batter, Michael 
Saunders, with a three ball – zero strike 
count. Once Humber fought back and fi -
nally struck Saunders out, even the most 
diehard M’s fans fi nally realized perfection 
was coming and it felt like nearly everyone 
was cheering Humber on because they all 
wanted to witness history.
One out down and pinch-hitter John 
Jaso came up. He connected and sent the 
ball fl ying. Everyone’s stomach dropped, 
along with Humber’s. Luckily the ball was 
caught and there was just one out left in 
the potentially perfect game.
Another pinch-hitter came up, Bren-
dan Ryan. Humber was staring down a full 
count. He was either a strike away from a 
perfect game or about to walk the batter 
and lose it all. The only sound in the stadi-
um at this point was the squawks from the 
seagulls. The ball was released, a collective 
gasp was taken and in true movie plot fash-
ion… one last twist was given. Ryan took a 
checked swing and the ball got away from 
the catcher. The ump was calling it in play, 
Ryan had to run to fi rst, and everyone was 
going crazy yelling things like “come on!” 
and “get it!” The catcher’s throw just beats 
Ryan to the bag, he is out, and the perfect 
game has become a reality. White Sox’s 
Phillip Humber just threw the 21st perfect 
game in nearly 150 years of  major league 
baseball and just seven years after having 
Tommy John surgery on his elbow.
It was magical to watch a stadium of  
people to come together. Everyone was 
cheering and jumping up and down. 
Humber fell to the ground as his team-
mates dog-piled him. I know the Mariners 
didn’t pitch the perfect game, but I had 
never felt more proud to be an M’s fan 
than at that moment. To watch my fellow 
Mariners supporters become more inter-
ested in cheering on a young pitcher to 
fame than having the Mariners score was 
one of  the classiest things I have seen hap-
pen in sports. 
Listening to the after-show in the car, 
the announcer talked about how Humber 
had walked back into the empty stadium 
and was just standing on the mound on 
the grass taking it all in. I know exactly 
how he felt because that’s the same feeling 
I had watching the reaction of  all those 
people as Humber threw that fi nal pitch. 
It was surreal. 
I fi gured out the odds in the car. Since 
the beginning of  MLB, there have been 
just over 350,000 games played. That 
means a perfect game happened once in 
every 18,000 games.  That means I would 
have to go to every game across the coun-
try for the next 7.6 seasons just to see an-
other one based strictly on odds. 
Being there, being a part of  history 
was…well, magical. There really is no 
other way to describe it. So, congrats 
Humber, and to my fellow Mariners fans, 
thank you for helping show the country 
what sportsmanship is all about. 
Witness to perfection
An Observer sta er’s experience at Humber’s perfect game against the Mariners
PHILIP HUMBER
White Sox Pitcher
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lifestyle magazine
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